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Montecatini  

 

Montecatini is a spa town with plenty of restaurants and cafés – but for a more Tuscan village ambience it is 

worth taking the funicular to the village up the hill called Montecatini Alto – lovely views across the valley and 

a beautiful town square with lots of outdoor eating and drinking. The 

funicular (about 10 minutes walk from the hotel) runs every 30 

minutes, costs 7 euros return and holds up to 30 people on each trip. 

For the group meal it may be better to bus everyone up there – or it 

could take 1 ½ hours to get everyone up on the funicular.  

 

In Montecatini itself is the lavish Liberty-style spa of Terme Tettuccio – 

about 5 minutes-walk from the hotel and definitely worth a visit on the 

morning spent here. You can take the waters, admire the architecture 

and listen to live music which apparently is played regularly throughout 

the summer at various times of day. (Check it out on Trip Advisor) 

 

 

The station is also about 10 minutes-walk from the hotel so if anyone chose to go and explore Pistoia earlier 

on the Thursday rather than spend the morning in Montecatini then this is an easy and cheap 15-minute train 

journey. 

 

Montecatini Alto – Ranieri 

 

The restaurant proposed for a group optional meal is a typically Italian 

restaurant with quirky décor.  Has a large terrace outside with wonderful views 

across the valley which should be lovely in the summer.  

 

Lovely friendly staff, family run and the food was good if not the finest dining. 

Recommend not having the free glass of wine with the meal – very rough! But 

the Pinot Grigio was lovely and there was quite a selection of wines on offer.  

 

https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Attraction_Review-g187893-d195453-Reviews-Terme_Tettuccio-Tuscany.html


Italy inspection visit report – April 2016  Page 3 

Hotel:  Hotel Manzoni: http://www.hotelmanzoni.info/en/  

  

Accommodation: Lovely spacious entrance with plenty of room both inside and outside for socialising. Pool 

just outside which in the summer is open air with sun loungers along the sides. Rooms are clean and 

spacious with comfortable beds. Hairdryers provided, no tea or coffee making facilities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Restaurant: The large breakfast room restaurant will seat the whole group, is open 7-10 and serves a 

continental buffet including fruit, yogurts, croissant, cakes, breads etc. and including a juicer to make your 

own vegetable and fruit shakes. 

 

Facilities: In addition to the outdoor swimming pool there is a spa with a variety of steam rooms, saunas and 

jaccuzzi – costs 25 euros per day but they did say they might offer a group discount. There is also a small 

gym. 

 

Bar: Lots of indoor and outdoor space – reception bar area glass doors open out onto the pool area. Open 

until 10.30 but 12.00 pm for residents and negotiable later if required. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

http://www.hotelmanzoni.info/en/
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1. Pistoia Cathedral 

 We met Don Umberto Pineschi (+39 3356825318) who spoke 

excellent English and was delightful (spent his holidays in Bosham!). 

Pistoia is a pretty Tuscan town with all the key sights around the 

main cathedral square – which is surrounded by a maze of narrow 

pedestrian streets. The Bishops Palace provides a tour of the urban 

history, the Museo Civico Tuscan artists and the Palazzo Fabroni is a 

contemporary arts museum.  There are plenty of open air café’s and 

restaurants. 

 

Proposed concert timing:  Thursday 21 July – 9.15 p.m. concert 

with a rehearsal at 7 or 7.30 p.m. (Mass is at 6.00 p.m.).  

 

Performance:  Lovely space for the choir to perform with good 

acoustics.  Good 3 manual organ, situated behind the choir and with 

no direct sight lines but will have camera in operation with monitor on 

organ consul.    

 

Seating and rehearsal: Rehearsal will be in the cathedral – in the 

same area as the performance. Choir will be positioned on the 7 

chancel steps – perfect. They will place enough chairs for the choir to 

the side so that they can sit during the organ solo. 

 

Facilities: The choir can use the sacristy to change in and also to 

warm up in before the concert. 2 large rooms where they can also 

leave their bags. One toilet available just off the sacristy and a further 

toilet up the steps and along a corridor. 

Bus can drop choir members off 50m from the cathedral 

 

Estimated audience numbers:  The audience is hard to predict in 

the summer, depends on the programme, weather etc. but they will 

try hard to promote well on the website, local papers, and tourist 

hotels – the earlier he has good promotional materials including 

picture of choir, biographies of organist and the music programme 

the better. 
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2. Duomo San Martino, Lucca 

Lucca is a beautiful walled city, full of cobbled streets, piazzas and shady promenades, museums, art galleries 

and towers. The city wall, 12m high and 4.2 km long surrounds the town with a tree lined footpath looking out 

towards the Apuane Alps and back into the city. The ramparts are perfect for a picnic on one of the shady 

benches, or you can hire bicycles to tour the whole perimeter.  

 

Proposed concert timing: Friday 22 July, concert 9.15 pm, church opens at 8.50 to let the audience in and is 

available from 7.00 for rehearsal.  

Acoustics and organ: Good acoustics and lovely venue for a performance. Good organ but we were unable to 

change the registration on the organ – they have said that there will be someone there at our rehearsal who can 

show Phil how this will work, if required.  

 

Seating and rehearsal: The choir will perform and rehearse on the chancel steps – there are 4 steps which 

should be sufficient. There will need to be a gap in the choir to allow a sight line through to the organist. Benches 

will be placed to one side for half the choir - other half can file into the choir stalls, during the organ solo. 

  

Facilities: 1 changing room available and can also leave bags here, with two toilets next door. Could also use the 

sacristy for a second changing room if required. Drop of point is a 5-minute walk from the cathedral 
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3. Basilica di Santo Spirito, Florence  

Florence of course is a wonderful city, with a myriad of museums and art galleries (including the most famous 

Uffizi) churches and palaces, the Ponte Vecchio, the Boboli gardens and Pitti Palace. You can wander the streets 

for hours, sit in a café and watch the world go by or escape to the beautiful Boboli gardens which has incredible 

views over the city and surrounding countryside – well worth the 10 euros entrance. 

 

Proposed timing: Saturday 23 July, concert 7.00 pm and rehearsal 4 o’clock – mass is 6.00. 

 

Acoustics and organ: Beautiful Basilica with tourists continuously wandering through. Good acoustics – 

although very bath-like. There is only an electric organ available since the Grande Orgue is under renovation, but 

it was a decent one. 

 

Seating and rehearsal: The choir will perform on the chancel steps – there are 5 steps to the right of the organ 

so good sight lines. They have 40 chairs available to put up for the choir to sit during the organ solo – any more 

will need to be rented – however the choir can also sit in the choir stalls behind the altar. 

 

Facilities: Large room available for changing in and bags can be safely left. Two new bathrooms next to this 

room and one further older one through a corridor to one side. 

 

Estimated audience numbers: Audience will be made up potentially of both tourists and locals – they did not 

feel able to estimate audience size.  

 

 

 

Front Cover Image: Basilica di Santo Spirito, Florence 


