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   TOUR TO TUSCANY 2016 

INFORMATION SHEET 

Wednesday 20th July 2016 – Sunday 24th July 2016 

Travel Information 
 Departure:  

Petworth departure time TBD.   
Flight BA540 08:35 London Heathrow to Bologna.   
Arrival at hotel 14:00 

 Return:  
Flight BA545 departs 18:50 Bologna to Heathrow.  
Arrive LHR 20:00 (Petworth arrival time TBD) 

Accommodation 
Staying on a bed & breakfast basis in twin or double rooms at Hotel Michelangelo.  This hotel is based just outside 
Florence in the beautiful hilltop spa town of Montecatini Terme, near the Tettuccio Spa, really central and with lots 
of bars and restaurants nearby. 

Hotel Michelangelo 
Viale Fedele Fedeli 9-11 
51016 Montecatini Terme 
Italy 
 

Website: http://www.hotelmichelangelo.org/ 
 

 

 

Price and payments 
 Approximate price will be around £660-690 pp for a shared room (depending on final numbers, hotel and 

flight reservation and itinerary) 

 Single room supplement would be extra £60 on top. 

 Non-singing guests to be given a discount (tbd). 
 

  

http://www.hotelmichelangelo.org/
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Sample Itinerary (please note all this is subject to change subject to venue availability) 
 Day 1 (Wednesday 20th July) – arrival and free time in Montecatini Terme 

o The largest and most famous of Tuscany’s spa towns, Montecatini Terme has been revered for its curative waters 
since the 16th century, when the first baths were built here. Two centuries later, neighbourhood royalty began to 
take note after the opening of the town’s first grand spas, putting Montecatini Terme firmly on the map. Beyond 
the array of fine spas featuring treatments old and new, today’s visitors come for the excellent shopping and dining 
in the town. The atmosphere of the town is reminiscent of a bygone era, with graceful tree-lined streets, such as 
the Viale Verdi and a beautiful central park perfect for strolling and exercise. 

Whilst in Montecatini, a visit to the lavish Liberty-style spa of Terme Tetuucio is a must, where people can take the 
waters, admire the massive neo-classical façade and interior and listen to live music which takes place at different 
times in the day. Another popular activitity is to take the historic funicular railway, (more than 100 years old),which 
runs from Montecatini Terme up the hill to the picturesque hill town of Montecatini Alto. Here you will find a small 
castle, three historic churches, a large square with restaurants and outdoor cafes, a few tourist shops, and great 
views over the countryside. 

 

o Optional Visit to Montecatini Alto   
Montecatini Alto is the original Montecatini settlement, lying a few hundred metres above the 'new' town.  The 
views from here are splendid, and the delightful Piazza Giusti is home to some good bars and restaurants. 
 

 Day 2 (Thursday 21st July) - all day excursion to Florence 
o Proposed concert at the Basilica of San Lorenzo, Florence 
o Optional visit to Uffizi Art Gallery, Florence 
o Florence's museums, palaces, and churches house some of the greatest artistic treasures in the world. The most 

popular and important sites in Florence include the Cathedral, the Baptistery, the Uffizi, the argello, and the 
Accademia. The churches of Santa Maria Novella and Santa Croce are veritable art galleries, and the library of San 
Lorenzo is a magnificent exhibition of Michelangelo's architectural genius. Wander some of the oldest streets in 
the city until you reach the Arno River, cross the Ponte Vecchio, and experience the "newest" area of Florence, the 
Oltrarno. Be sure to set aside time to see the vast and varied art collection housed in the Pitti Palace. When you 
grow weary of museums and monuments, head outdoors. Spend a day at the Boboli Gardens or climb the hill to 
the church of San Miniato al Monte to experience an enchanting view of Florence. 
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 Day 3 (Friday 22nd July) – excursion to Lucca from mid-morning 
o Proposed concert at Lucca Cathedral 
o Lucca is famous for its Renaissance-era city walls which have remained intact while so many other Tuscan towns 

saw theirs destroyed in past centuries.  Most of the attractions in Lucca today show its ancient history: from the 
trace of the Roman amphitheatre which can be seen in the shape of the Piazza dell'Anfiteatro to the archeological 
remains under the 12th century church of Saints Giovanni e Reparata (the first city cathedral, located just around 
the corner from the present-day cathedral of San Martino), to the various towers and villas from the 12th to 16th 
centuries.  Extraordinarily, as the city grew and modernized, the walls that surrounded the old town were 
maintained which was not the case for many other cities in Tuscany, including Florence.  As the walls lost their 
military importance, the top of the walls became a pedestrian promenade, today one of Lucca's main attractions.  
The area around the walls is well taken care of, with green grass and trees everywhere along the walls. They have 
in essence become a park that surrounds the city and blocks out more modern life. Here you can enjoy a bike ride 
around the entire perimeter, a stroll as you enjoy a gelato or simply a period of rest from sightseeing on one of the 
many shaded benches overlooking the town. Another must-see for visitors is the Cathedral of St. Martin with its 
precious relic of the Volto Santo di Lucca, or Sacred Countenance. Traditional legend says the wood crucifix with 
the image of Christ was carved by Nicodemus, a disciple of Christ, and the sacred cross was miraculously conveyed 
to Lucca in 782.  Other top attractions include the Piazza of San Michele with its beautiful Church of San Michele in 
Foro, the Basilica of San Frediano as well as the Clock Tower and Guinigi Tower, to name just a few.  

 
 Day 4 (Saturday 23nd July) – morning at leisure, half day excursion to Pistoia 

o Proposed concert at Pistoia Cathedral 
o Optional visit to Pistoia Musical Instrument Factory 
o Although not as visited as other towns in Tuscany, mostly due to the city's industrial environs, Pistoia presents a 

well-preserved and charming medieval city inside the old walls.The large Piazza del Duomo, dominated by the 
cathedral, is lined with other medieval buildings, such as the Palazzo del Comune and the Palazzo del Podesta: it is 
the setting (in July) of the Giostra dell'Orso ("Bear Joust"), when the best horsemen of the d\city's traditional 
quarters tilt with lances at a target held up by a dummy shaped like a bear. The original Cathedral of San Zeno (5th 
century) burned down in 1108, but was rebuilt during the 12th century, and received incremental improvements 
until the 17th century. The façade has a prominent Romanesque style, while the interior received heavy Baroque 
additions which were removed during the 1960s. Its outstanding feature is the Altar of St James, an exemplar of 
the silversmith's craft begun in 1287 but not finished until the 15th century. Its various sections contain 628 figures, 
the total weighing nearly a ton. The Romanesque belfry, standing at some 67 metres (220 ft), was erected over an 
ancient Lombard Tower.In the square is also the 14th -century Baptistry, in Gothic style, with white and green 
striped marble revetment characteristic of the Tuscan Gothic.The Palazzo dei Vescovi ("Bishops' Palace"), is 
characterized by a Gothic loggia at the first floor. It is known from 1091, initially as a fortified noble residence. In 
the 12th century it received a more decorated appearance, with mullioned windows and frescoes, of which traces 
remain. It was later modified in the mid-12th (when the St. James Chapel, mentioned by Dante Alighieri in the XXIV 
canto of his Inferno) and in the 13th century; to the latter restoration belongs the white marble-decorated 
staircase, one of the most ancient examples in Italy in civil architecture. In the 14th century the chapel of St. 
Nicholas was decorated with stories of the namesake saint and of martyrs. The Tower of Catilina is from the High 
Middle Ages, and stands 30 metres (98 ft) high. 
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Draft Tour Concert Programme 

(Subject to change, order not yet decided) 

 

Gloria – Antonio Vivaldi 

Insanae et vanae curae – Joseph Haydn  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PSYK5JHgRnA 

Threnody – Agnus Dei (Tsunami Requiem) – Chris Williams 7 mins 

 

Plus other popular works from ESM book: 

Cantique de Jean Racine – Gabriel Fauré 

Ave Verum – W.A Mozart 

Bogoroditsye Dyevo – Sergei Rachmaninov 

Christus Factus Est – Anton Bruckner 

 

Plus some new pieces, if time allows possibilities:  

Ave verum – William Byrd,  

Geistiches lied – Johannes Brahms 

 

+ Organ Solo 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PSYK5JHgRnA

